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2003. to accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.17(a)(3), authorization to charge deposit account in 
to amount of $930.00 to cover this extension of time request also is submitted herewith. 

Reconsideration of the restriction requirement imposed under 35 U.S.C. § 121 ts 
respectfully requested. 

A restriction to either invention I, consisting of claims 1-15 drawn to an air handler, 
classified in Class 454, subclass 228+, invention II, consisting of claims 16-37 and 53-72, 
drawn to a quick chill and thaw system, classified in class 165, subclass 48. 1, or invention m, 
consisting of claims 38-52, drawn to a refrigerator, classified in class 62, subclass 3.6+, was 
imposed. In response, Applicants elect with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group H, 
claims 16-37 and 53-72. Applicants submit that newly added Claims 73-88 are in Group H 
and newly" idded Claims 89-94 are in Group m. 

The requirement for election is traversed because Group I has been cancelled and the 
inventions set out by the claims in Groups II and m are clearly related because a thorough 
• search and examination of any Group would be relevant to the examination of the other 
Group. 

Regarding Groups H and m, the Office Action notes that "the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination 
that is Invention JH does not require either (a) an air supply flow path and a fan for drawing 
air through the air supply path from a first compartment into a pan, and an air return path for 
returning air from the pan to the first compartment or (b) a heater element or (c) a pan rack of 
the subcombination that is Invention IL" Applicants note, however, that Claim 38 of Group 
III recites that the refrigerator includes an air handler component. As defined in the 
1 specification at least on page 9, lines 31-34 to page 10, lines 1-15, the air supply flow path, 
air return path, the heater element, and the pan rack claimed in Group II are air handler 
components. Thus, it is believed that the overlapping nature of the Claims of Groups II and 
in is evident. 

As requirements for election are not mandatory under 35 U.S.C. 121, and for the 
reasons set forth above, reconsideration of the election requirement is requested. 
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Iq view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, all the claims now active in this 
application are believed to be in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and favorable 
action is respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully Submitted, 





Thomas M. Fisher 
Registration No. 47,564 
ARMSTRONG TEASDALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square* Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314)621-5070 
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Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Submitted herewith are marked up claims in accordance with 37 C.F.R. Section 

1.211(c)(l)(ii), wherein additions are underlined and deletions are [bracketed]. 

TN THE CLAIMS 

17. (once amended) A quick chill and thaw system in accordance with Claim [1]I6 
1 further comprising a re-circulation path for mixing air from said pan with air in said air 
i supply flow path. 

52. (once amended) A refrigerator in accordance with Claim [1]38 further 
comprising a plenum extension in flow communication with said air handler for distributing 
air within said pan. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Thomas M. Fisher 
Registration No. 47,564 
ARMSTRONG TEASDALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314) 621-5070 
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